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Every physiologically and 

mentally normal person acquired in 

childhood the ability to make use, as 

both the speaker and hearer of a system 

of vocal communication that comprises 

a circumscribed set of noises resulting 

from the movement of certain organs 

(threat and mouth). By means of this, he 

is able to impact information to express 

feelings and emotions or to influence the 

activities of others. One of the things 

that distinguish human beings from 

other beings is the power to 

communicate through language. 

Sulaiman (2012) defines language as a 

collection of symbols, letters or words  

 

with arbitrary means that are governed 

by rules and used to communicate. 

Language according to the widely 

quoted definition of Bolinge as cited in 

Atolagbe, (2014) can be defined as a 

system of vocal auditory communication 

using conventional signs composed of 

arbitrary patterned sound units and 

assembled according to set, when 

interacting with the experiences of its 

use.  

According to an English 

phonetician and language scholar Sweet 

(2017) “Language is the expression of 

ideas by means of speech sounds 

combined into words”. Words are 
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Abstract 

Language is no doubt a veritable means of communication. Human 

societies can hardly exist without language. It can therefore, be agreed 

that language is machinery, which could make or mar peace in any 

given society; especially, in fast changing one like ours. Nigeria has 

undoubtedly, suffered severe loss of lives and properties in some years, 

due to the misuse of language in policy making decisions. The paper 

discusses on English language in Nigeria, concept of peace, security 

issues in Nigeria and refocusing security issue’s through English 

language. Recommendations were offered at the end of the paper.  
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combined into sentences to form the 

system of communication in speech and 

writing that is used by people of a 

particular country or area. Therefore, 

language is purely human and non-

instinctive way of communicating ideas, 

emotions and desired by means of 

voluntary produced symbols. Language 

is learned behaviour. It is central to our 

existence. It is hard to think of 

ourselves, our societies and culture 

without language. It is a primary means 

of socialization. It interacts with the 

social, political and economic power 

structures. It is the primary medium for 

the construction and transmission of 

knowledge and for the articulation of 

ideas. In short language constitutes 

humans and their identities.  

It is perhaps when a man is in 

peace that he would consider the 

development of his society. The major 

function of language is to help develop 

the intellectual, physical and spiritual 

power. There is no effective education 

without effective use of language, hence 

every person in the world speaks, one 

language or the other. Societies are 

always in either a state of peace or that 

of conflict thereby indicating that they 

cannot exist without experiencing one or 

the other. Whenever there is 

disagreement disharmony and 

antagonistic relationship between 

citizens of the societies then conflict has 

occurred. On the other hand, absence of 

any disagreement, disharmony and 

having mutual understanding between 

citizens of the society then there is a 

peace.  

 English Language in Nigeria 

The English language is not indigenous 

to Nigeria. Its presence in Nigeria has a 

long history. It is a legacy left behind by 

British colonialists. A Nigeria therefore, 

learning English according to Ikara 

(2012), does so “not for its own sake but 

for some specific functional purposes in 

their daily lives. It is the language of 

administration, commerce, law and even 

religion for some people”.  

The use of English language in Nigeria 

has helped greatly in National 

development especially as Nigeria is a 

multilingual society. The function 

assigned to English language in Nigeria 

has constitutional backing. The 

constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria 1999  (as aim ended) section 55 

says .  

“The business of the National Assembly 

shall be conducted in English, and in 

Hausa , Igbo or Yoruba when adequate 

arrangements have been made”:  while 

section 97 provides that the business of 

the house of assembly should be 

conducted in English but the house may 

in addition to English conduct the 

business of the house in one or more 

other languages in the states as the house 

may be resolution approve”  

Sulaiman (2012) believes that: 

The English language is used for 

the purpose of commerce and 

international trade. Most commercial 

activities within and outside Nigeria are 

conducted using English language. It 

still functions as language of lane and 

administration. According to Sulaiman 

(2012) except “a few area in Nigeria 
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administrative and legal proceedings in 

offices and courts are conducted in the 

English language. All scientific and 

technological information in Nigeria are 

still being encoded in the English 

language. Similarly, information in both 

print and electronic media is conveyed 

in English language with some 

transactions into some indigenous 

language. More crucially is the all 

pervading role of English language in 

Nigeria’s educational system.  

In Nigeria English is everywhere. It has 

many designations which include: 

second language, official language, 

Lingua Franca, World language, 

language of higher education, National 

language, language of inter-ethnic 

communication and the language of 

international communication. 

 

 The Concept of Peace 

The concept of peace has been subjected 

to different meanings and interpretations 

by different scholars, more especially in 

the field of peace studies and conflict 

resolution. Despite the varies meanings 

that the concept carries there is a popular 

view attached to it. Generally, peace can 

be defined as an absence of violence, 

war or dissension. From the above 

definition, we concluded that the central 

feature of peace is the absence of any 

real or imaginary tension or discord that 

could create disharmony among 

individual groups or nations.  

Peace also entails a sustainable process 

of calmness, stability and tranquility.  

It can also be seen as a situation 

generally characterized by the absence 

of war and violence in which human 

interactions are conducted in an orderly 

manner and dispute arising from such 

interaction settled peacefully Busa M.A. 

(2004) 

At individual level peace is essentially a 

state of mind which arises from 

individual perception of the presence or 

absence of psychological control of 

oneself or environment.  

At group level peace is seen from a 

macro-level of interaction between two 

or more mutually exclusive groups for 

example, competing for power or 

resources tend to be conflict with one 

another because the stakes involved are 

highly valued by the competing group 

and hence the actual and potential threat 

to peace Busa M.A. (2004). 

In the context of peace research, the 

concept of peace is seen from the 

concept of a social contract where 

people with common or divergent world 

view be it ideological, materialistic, 

cultural, religious or even personal 

resolve to live together intolerance with 

one another and therefore in peace.  

From aforementioned explanation, the 

term peace can be seen as the absence of 

any hostile or antagonistic relationship 

that may degenerate into a state of 

distorting a harmonious existence that 

could lead to war.  

It is this kind of peace that most plural 

societies such as India, Rwanda, Nigeria 

and a host of other nation-states in 

Africa are in dear need.  

“peace”, on the other hand, refers to “the 

state prevailing the absence of war” 

(www.google.co.2015). Others define it 
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as ‘a situation or period in which there is 

no war or violence in a country or state”. 

(Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary, 

2001). To my mind, these definitions are 

myopic. Peace can be defined as a 

complete state of calmness, law 

abideness and a violence free society or 

state. Meaning, a state or community 

where the citizens go about their lawful 

duties without any fear of molestation or 

disturbance: such a state or nation is 

referred to as being “peaceful or conflict 

free”. 

 

Security Issues in Nigeria 

National security is described as 

the traditional concerns of projecting 

and promoting Nigerian well-being as 

well as the challenges and regional and 

global society. This broad definition 

implies that the scope required from 

Nigeria’s bilateral and multilateral 

relationship with other country through 

the security implications of dealing with 

stable or unstable international trade 

patterns to the threat posed to the 

country and the require by sustainable, 

development, environmental 

degradation, global disease and hunger 

population growth migration and 

economic competitiveness. Security in 

the broader sense is the strong to secure 

the most basic necessities of life, food, 

fuel, machine and shelter. This broad 

human security is important for the 

attainment of physical and national 

security interest arising from the absence 

of such basic human security can indeed 

lead to security problems and conflicts.  

Nigeria has witnessed increasing 

number of security problems and 

development that constitute threats to 

the maintenance and survival of its 

democratic political system. These 

security concerns are divers and 

complete ranging from political 

disagreements to criminal activities with 

alarming dimensions and consequences.  

 

Refocusing Security Issues through 

English Language  

Nigeria is a multilingual society 

with about 400 languages spoken across 

the nation. Since it has not been possible 

to adopt any of the indigenous languages 

as a medium of communication there 

will cut across all the country. English 

language has become that language of 

necessity, for now and atleast in the 

feature. English language is not a 

common language in Nigeria, a 

language of communication between 

and among people from the same and 

different linguistic background of 

government in Nigeria. English is the 

language of education thus as the 

language of instruction. It is central to 

learning and life in Nigeria. It is a seed 

language in Nigeria. It must be taught 

and learnt effectively for to unify people 

from different ethnic backgrounds to 

enable them share ideas, vision and 

plans and also mobilize for action to 

achieve a goal.  

Consequently, in order to 

actualize refocusing Nwoke (2015) 

suggested that there has to be a selection 

of language tool that should be used to 

express our thoughts, that should go 
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further to reflect our priority as 

industrial communities, state and a 

Nation. The way language is acquired 

and then used can make a tremendous 

difference in the success or failure of a 

person or a nation. Sulaiman (2012) 

emphasized that the quality of language 

is a barometer of intellectual health of 

people. Furthermore, the quality and 

quantity are dependent on certain skills 

that must be imbibed and effectively 

utilized by linguistic and educationists. 

Since language is the medium through 

which human societies interact, it 

becomes imperative to use the medium 

very well, as a tool to curb civil unrest. 

You would agree with me that human 

societies could only understand one 

another through language Adesina 

(2001), Malkanta (2001) Busa (2004). If 

peace is to be attained in Nigeria, the use 

of autocratic form of language and 

speech by our leaders must be stopped 

henceforth, words such as “must”, 

“should” will be dealt with” “with 

immediate effect:, “will be hanged” will 

face the wrath of the law” lunatic 

government”, “sex workers” “assassin” 

should not be used while addressing the 

populace of this country. 

Instead, softer words such as 

“government plead with you …..”, 

“Please do it”, “might not be accepted”, 

could be punished” and “called upon to 

please”, etcetera, be used. In addressing 

the Nigeria population if a particular 

task is expected to be performed by 

them.  

In presenting speeches to the 

Nigerian populace, or during political 

rallies and in places of worship, such as 

mosques and churches, and in writing 

sign posts, letter and other viable 

instructions, soft words, should be used 

instead of military or autocratic form of 

words or sentences which might trigger 

civil unrest and conflict. The situation 

where political rivals are castigated or 

insulted openly, such also needs to be 

discouraged henceforth. Also, the use of 

softer words and sentences should be 

imbibed upon by all and sundry in order 

to tackle these problems of tribal, 

political, religious, economic and 

psycho social conflicts, if Nigeria is to 

grow to greater heights. Nigeria should 

note that, it is only through peaceful co-

existence, and harmony that this 

country, called Nigeria, would grow to 

greater heights and be able to achieve its 

millennium goals.  

 

Conclusion  

The importance of language 

cannot be underestimated, because it is 

the vehicle of thought and 

communication. The English language is 

a national and international medium of 

oral communication. It has led to the 

exchange of feelings and effects which 

has contributed tremendously to the 

socio economical and political 

development of any state. Nigeria as a 

country of high repute in science and 

technology, is growing with each day 

that passes. The need to refocus the use 

of English in teaching and learning is 

very important. The need for this is to 

broaden the horizon of knowledge and 

the spectrum of development which 
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would cut across all the levels of 

economies. It is hoped that we language 

teachers will do our best to teach the 

language effectively in order to inculcate 

reflective thinking in the Nigerian child 

which will bring about desired change 

and development of the Nation.  

For Nigerian to remain one 

indivisible and indissoluble country and 

for Nigerians to interact freely in the 

areas of education, polity, economy, 

defence, legislation, judiciary, sports and 

games among other sectors, without any 

iota of distrust, suspicion and feeling of 

insecurity and poor integration, the 

English language provides a soft landing 

pad and a level playing ground for all 

Nigerians to mutually communicate and 

contribute their quota to the overall 

development of the Geographical entity 

called Nigeria. This is because language 

is the symbolic life of any nation and 

indeed a source of power, unity, security 

peace and development. Therefore, 

without the English language, Nigeria 

would be a mere Geographical 

expression.  

 
Recommendations  

 English the language of 

instruction at all educational level and 

the valued of globalization should be 

given more attention by training and 

retraining of English language teachers 

at all educational levels promoting of 

materials and language libraries for 

effective language teaching and learning  

 Government should be more 

proactive on issues that affect human 

rights. It should also ensure that justice 

prevails in this country.  

 Nigerian leaders should desist 

from corrupt practices in order to create 

a society that will be everyone. 

Leadership by example should be the 

watch words of our leaders, so that this 

syndrome of “winner takes all” and chop 

and quench leaders”, will be a thing of 

the past. 

 Personal and collective 

achievements, should be rewarded 

instead of rewarding “thieves” and 

individuals of shady character.  

 Our language policy should be 

revised so as to contain all these out fits 

of language in public places. Also 

everyone should stop campaign of 

calumny and character assassination, 

especially the politicians, who are head-

bent on winning at all costs.  

 Government at all levels, should 

partner with the private sector to reward 

individuals that demonstrate evidence of 

commitments to the English language. 

 Government should desist from 

payment lip service to issues that 

borders on the provision of social 

amenities to its citizens. Good road 

network, drinkable water, electricity, 

schools, hospitals and dispensaries 

should be provided to the Nigerian 

populace to prevent tension and 

consequent civil unrest issues relating to 

the norms and values of Nigeria should 

be given priority attention so as to create 

a virile nation where all Nigerian will 

live together in peace and harmony.  
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